
 
Great Gable 
 
Distance: 6.8 miles Height gain: 3117 Ft Duration 4 Hours approx 
 
1 
 Grid ref:NY23566 12318 
From the roadside parking near Seathwaite Farm, follow the road towards the farm (south). 
Head into the farm grounds, continue ahead for about 40m and on the right there will be a 
gate and sign pointing the direction of the footpath. 

2 
 Grid ref:NY23526 12153 
Head through the gate and follow the footpath west for about 180m and over a wooden bridge 
with two gates. 

3 
 Grid ref:NY23349 12205 
Almost immediately after the bridge there is a gate on the left. Head through the gate and 
follow the footpath south. To begin with the path stays close to the beck, but as you progress 
the path heads gently uphill and away from the river. 

4 
 Grid ref:NY23321 11605 
Head up and over the ladder-stile and continue to follow the footpath in a south-south-west 
direction gently uphill. Towards the end of this section the path turns west and heads up to a 
gate. Pass through the gate to get a view of Taylorgill Force. 

5 
 Grid ref:NY23036 11038 
After passing through the gate, up on the right there is a path that scrambles up and over the 
rocks. Take care when scrambling here as it is quite a drop to the left! After the rocky section 
is over with, the path is obvious as it heads round just behind the top of the waterfall 
Continue to follow the footpath along Styhead Gill until you reach a wooden footbridge on 
the left. 

6 
 Grid ref:NY22304 10240 
Do not cross the footbridge, but keep on the same side of Styhead Gill in a south-west 
direction past the lovely Styhead Tarn. After another 300m or so you will reach a mountain 
rescue post and stretcher box. 

7 
 Grid ref:NY21899 09513 
Turn right at the stretcher box and keep to the right to follow the pitched path north-west up 
Great Gable. Continue to follow the obvious path all the way to the top. This section is very 
steep and towards the end the path almost disappears. The top is marked by a memorial and 
has a superb view. The Westmorland Cairn (about 100m south-west) is well worth going to if 
you have the time! 



 
8 
 Grid ref:NY21109 10325 
From the top there is a cairned route heading north-east in the direction of Windy Gap. 
Follow this route, which joins a good path down to the gap. This section is rocky and steep in 
places, so take care. 

9 
 Grid ref:NY21431 10553 
From the bottom of Windy Gap continue up the other side to the summit of Green Gable. 

10 
 Grid ref:NY21474 10723 
From the summit of Green Gable, head in a north-west direction to join a footpath that splits 
in two. Keep right to head in the direction of Base Brown. The path descends to a depression 
between Base Brown and Green Gable after about 700m (from the summit of Green Gable). 

11 
 Grid ref:NY22111 11145 
Head left here to follow the pitched footpath down into the hanging valley of Gillercomb. 
Follow the footpath round the base of Base Brown to the head of Sourmilk Gill but do not 
cross the beck. 

12 
 Grid ref:NY22846 12215 
Look for the almost flat slab just south of Sourmilk Gill. Keep to the right of it to join the 
path that descends alongside the gill and back to Seathwaite Farm. There are some stunning 
waterfalls and cascades down this section. After about 200m you will come to a gate. 

13 
 Grid ref:NY22986 12175 
Head through the gate and continue to descend the fellside towards Seathwaite. Towards the 
bottom there is a very rocky section requiring some easy scrambling to descend. 

14 
 Grid ref:NY23254 12193 
Head over the angled ladder-stile and down the other side. Head over the footbridge in front 
and follow the path back to Seathwaite Farm. Once at the farm, head through the gate and 
turn left to get back to the roadside parking. 

 
 


